Esperanza

Latino Community Services Network
Minutes

September 2, 2009
I. Welcome (list of attendees)
a. Welcome of all attendees
II. Introductions, Acknowledgements & Announcements
a. Project Now will be accepting applications for LIHEAP for the elderly and disabled first; they will be accepting applications in November for the general public.  Reminder about the Microsoft certification vouchers available, call Tony.
b. Tony Gonzalez announced that he will be volunteering for the Immigration Project.  Attorneys and other members of the community help with the immigration process.  Anyone in need of help needs to make an appointment “No Walk-ins”.  They are in our area once a month.  There is no fee.  All participants must pay for the cost of the forms that are being filed.
c. Consortium will be sending out their October newsletter, send your organizations information if you would like it to be included.
d. Rock Island County Advocacy Center is looking for a part-time employee, bilingual would be nice (but not necessary)
e. Casa Guanajuato
i. They are offering monthly presentations on a variety of topics.  “Breast Cancer Awareness” September 9th 6-7pm 
ii. Information will be coming about a fundraiser.  The will be doing a Bingo Night.  No date has been set.
III. Review of Last Meeting and Minutes 
a. Approved minutes as corrected.  Greg motioned, Tony seconded.  
IV. Youth Service Bureau Presentation (handouts)
a.  There are four main programs:

i. Option Education-which is offered at the Black Hawk Area Education Centers (Kennedy and 11th St. Sites).  This helps kids who have dropped out of school or are having difficulties finish their schooling.  Many services are offered to help kids succeed while they attend BHC
ii. Prevention Attention Quick (PAQ)—for troubled teens, prevention for no further contact with police department.  Support for the parent and child
iii. Peer Justice—(Teen Court) provides services to youth age 10 to 16 who have had police contact for a status or misdemeanor offense or an ordinance violation.  The youths peers decide punishment, if completed within 2 months the offense is erased from their record.  It can only be used one time.
iv. Family Therapy—assists families in meeting the physical, social and emotional needs of all its members.  Referrals are approximately 80% schools, 20%agnecy’s, 5%parents.  This is a voluntary program and can meet when and where it best fits the family.  There are no fees for most families.  The families’ legal status is not asked.  This program is only allowed to release information with consent.  Also, it is important to make sure families are aware that a referral is made to YSB.
v. YSB works closely with Adela on Truancy issues, Gustav will ask Adela and Carol from probation to join our group.
vi. Truancy Review board—how can we setup a better system to assist families with immediate access to services.
vii. Technology Now—computing education geared to youth
V. Work Group Reports
a. Other

i. Hector Stated that Deputy Fitzgerald stated that the contract is in the process of approval for the Family Advocacy Center
ii. League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC)—offer scholarships for Latino youth.  We can put a link for Foster Care Recruitment and organizational information on their website.  Casa Guanajuato already has a link there (http://www.geocities.com/lulac10_2000).  Bob Stone will send more information.
b. Foster Parent Recruitment Team/Effort—Greg Hixon, Jane Norman
i. Recruitment team will be working at the Viva Quad Cites, East End and Broadway booths.  We have posters of different sizes to use; stickers with contact information have been placed over the DCFS logo with Casa information.
ii. Omar has been in touch with Tarisicio Macias--Hola America and they are willing to have a PSA on Nuestra—Gente (Channel 13).  Tarsicio sent prices for advertisements; they are willing to donate 1 Advertisement for every one we place.  
iii. There is a new Spanish TV program that will be airing on WQAD TV, Channel 8.  We can do an interview for TV and newspaper.  There is the possibility that we will have money to help with the campaign.  We need to send the information to Arthur Bishop (How much, why, what). 
iv. We need to be working on information for the PSA’s, everyone needs to submit ideas for this project.  We will all try and come up with grabby and unique phrases, then pass around to everyone to see what the group wants.  We will try and work with News Channel 8, as they do special PSA’s.  Also, there will be a new program called Viva TV with Alan Rivera and Teresa Cordova (Latino Program) starting soon.  We could use the break down of information for facts about foster care and the need for our area from the Permanency Initiative, the information is broken down by several different categories.  This information will be sent by email.  Greg will make sure this is possible due to confidentiality issues. 
VI. Other Business
a. DCFS Latino Family Institute had been postponed, now the funding has been restored.  There are workshops and speakers for this event. It has been scheduled for October 29 & 30th at Itasca Western Inn ($80 nightly).  Hector will forward information by email.  Hector will be getting information about cost associated with this event for other agency’s. 
b. Family Resources funding has been restored.  The have a full time worker back (Marcella) and a part time bilingual worker (Adriane)
c. DCFS has new bilingual worker in LaSalle (Ada Weistart)
VII. Next Steps/Strategies
a. Come up with PSA’s
b. Invite other agencies. Office of Education and Martin Luther King Center
c. Request of proposal (need for what we lack for Latino families)—possible 2 years grant.  Service, training etc.  
d. Do we want to keep meeting as is or change date and time?  Hector will send out email to see what the majority of committee members would like to do.
VIII. Next Organization to Present
a. Catholic Charities—Bob Stone

IX. Next Meeting  
a. Wednesday 7, 2009 at 1:00pm (tentative)
Respectfully Submitted 

Treasa Harmon

