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Esperanza LCSN – 5/5/10                       Rock Island Field Office – 1:00 PM

Esperanza Latino Community Services Network

Wednesday, May 5, 2010 – 1:00 PM

Rock Island Field Office

I. Welcome – Héctor Vázquez: ¡Hola! ¡Happy Cinco de Mayo! Thank you so much for your continued commitment & participation with the Esperanza Network.

II. Introductions & Acknowledgements – It was decided that 1st time participants not only introduce themselves but make agency announcements as well.  Attendance list is attached.  
III. Agency/Organization news, events, updates 
a. 1st time participant:  Lydia Homes program helps crisis families by networking with Christian families of Iowa & Illinois who will open their homes temporarily for children & families in need.  Lydia Homes handles cases not DCFS court involved.
b. 1st time participant:  Epilepsy Foundation, David Umphrey, acts as a resource to support groups providing presentations in the community.   
IV. Review May’s Minutes:  Motion to accept & seconded.

V. Casa Guanajuato – Connie Barrett announced a meeting @ St. Mary’s in East Moline on the 16th of May.

a. Update on FAC Contract:  Connie reported the last piece of information was sent to the Department but now wondering whether the Department is waiting until the end of the 2010 fiscal year. “Show me the money!…will confirm final contract.”
VI. Workgroup Reports

a. Foster Care Recruitment team – Jane Norman/Greg Hixon:

1. Display board and materials in both Spanish and English and available to take. 
Would like a nicer banner.

2. Isabella Mendoza – Viva radio provided a radio spot to promote Esperanza & 
recruitment efforts.  Greg is preparing a draft letter for the DCFS Regional 
Administrator to approve listing all agencies.


3. Esperanza members manned resource table at the Black Hawk Spring Fling 
May 28-29th making folks aware of Esperanza & reasons for Latino foster home 
recruitment.  Blackhawk has approved Esperanza to utilize website to expand 
outreach.

b. Bi-lingual Workgroup – Franki Cunningham:  In the process of recruitment additional members and have planned a meeting to determine the leadership. 
c. Resource Fair Workgroup – Marsha Jones:   Workgroup met at Old Mexico Restaurant, May 4 @ 1:00 PM.  The idea of T-shirts with logo was presented to Esperanza for consensus. Group agreed on t-shirt and best pricing will be presented at next meeting.  Logo idea consists of the name Esperanza across the front with the meaning “Hope” down the side on the front.  (Doree, David & Lisa will bring back prices).  See Minutes attached. 
VII. Presentation by Dr. Doris Houston, Illinois State School of Social Work.  Dr. Huston provided an overview how Esperanza is part of the larger statewide initiative in Illinois to improve permanency for children by increasing family stability throughout the state.   The Permanency Enhancement initiative’s goal is to keep more children at home and prevent them from entering the foster care system.  For children in foster care, the current goal is to move them quickly out of foster care by providing supports to families or for those children who are unable to return home, move them to stability by guardianship with other families.  The back drop to this standard is the federal government conducting Child & Family Services Reviews or audit of all states to see if they are meeting guidelines preventing children from entering foster care.  Each state receives a grade.  In the 1st round no state passed the standards. Standards are set high.  Illinois just finished the 2nd round; however, the standards were set higher.  Each state was required to produce a response to the review.  Illinois agencies are not able to meet the standards alone meaning it takes a community effort.  Esperanza is a dynamic active group partnering with schools, businesses, social service agencies, etc. to strengthen families and community by keeping kids home safely.  Dr. Houston’s role is to make sure each community group’s efforts lead toward outcomes that are measurable.  Goals are set by the needs of families of this community.  Dr. Houston’s role will be to work behind the scenes with Hector & group leaders to help identify concrete projects to achieve within the group and will help to track the progress.  School of Social work will focus on 5 of the 16 communities which includes Rock Island.  Dr. Houston thanked Esperanza and stated this network is ideal and a model of what community collaboration should be in terms of all people represented and the identified focus committees on specific issues to achieve.  Dr. Houston congratulated Esperanza on all of its hard work with a request that Hector make a presentation at the annual meeting with all 16 groups.  Doris took a few questions and concluded her presentation by saying the success to Esperanza is the quality of leaders of this community around this table representing their areas of expertise.  Applause.  
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VIII. Announcements:
a. Davenport School District – Scott Community College graduation celebration May 19th.  ESL classes, GED in Spanish & Citizenship Classes.

b. Fiesta Talk on Fridays @ 7:30 “Spanish for kids” – Fiesta Camp June 7th with drop off beginning at 5: AM until 4PM.  Flyer will be sent to Hector.

c. Casa Guanajuato – Family meeting on Wednesday w/presentation by Epilepsy Foundation.  

d. The Yellow Pages will be available in Spanish.  Contact April @ AOK Network.

e. Additional Lydia House information:  Serves the entire QC area taking crisis case placements with safety plan where children are out of home.  Please refer clients to prevent DCFS involvement.  Also have in-house program for pregnant women & women with infant children.  Application process for documented involves home study on 506-G & federal background check.  Average length of time child stays with one of the families is 45 days but could be 2/3 days or 7 weeks; varies case by case.  

f. Churches United “Put a Smile On” May 25th – Pepsi Center, Augustana with activities & free food.  Head Start is the promote

g. Milan Farmers Market Milan groceries 
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Next Meeting:             Wednesday, June 2, 2010 – 1:00 PM
      Rock Island Field Office – Large Conference Room

500 – 42nd Street, Suite #5

Rock Island, IL 61201 – 309/794-3500
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New Task Assignment:

1. Workgroups will meet prior to next Esperanza Meeting 6/2/10.

2. Tony will continue follow up with dental/physicians

Handouts:
1. Camp Fiesta – U of I, Ext for Rock Island County

2. “Safe Families for Children” Lydia Home brochure

3. Epilepsy Support Group flyer
4. Spring Health Fair & Forum flyer

Respectfully submitted,

Marsha Jones, Scribe

*Draft sent to Hector Vazquez 5/20/2010 PM

Esperanza “Resource Fair” Workgroup Meeting

Tuesday, May 4th @ 1:00 PM

Location:     Old Mexico Restaurant

610 – 45th Street, RI

AGENDA

I. Welcome & Introductions:  Co-Chairs Viaene, Hixon & Barajas shared the responsibility of leading the meeting.  Everyone introduced themselves with 2 new visitors, i.e., David Umphrey, Epilepsy Foundation and Xochi Pannell, Hispanic Advocate Project & Early Intervention.  (Attendance list attached)Greg then “thanked” George for hosting the meeting in his restaurant. 

II. Brainstorming Event Ideas re: Esperanza Fall Resource Fair:

A. Advertise for September – George volunteered to do press releases and/or public service announcements

B. Table/booths for agency services w/corresponding activity related to the services

C. Provide giveaways, i.e., raffles, etc.

D. Secure store sponsorships – the idea of items on display table to sign up for drawing

E. Provide child games

F. Secure/research individual agency handouts, i.e., pens, cups, magnets, etc.  

G. Meet monthly unless warranted more frequently; interim communication via email

H. Attend/participate in community events as independent agencies; however, Esperanza information at all tables/booths.

III. Summarize/create timeline
A.  Task Assignments
1. Lisa will secure quote re: t-shirts/logo

2. George will research fairgrounds re: Mexican Independence Celebration

3. David will secure quote re: t-shirts/logo

4. Doree Schneider will secure quote re: t-shirts/logo

5. Proposal will be written re: tent canopy, poles, banner, t-shirts, logo screen print and tri-fold poster board

6. Research Community Calendar Events – (will be secured at Esperanza full body meeting 5/5/10)
IV. Other Community Events
A. IMC Health Fair – May 23 St.Mary’s – 12:noon

B. Family Fun Day – August – MLK Center RI

C. Casa Guanajuato Chat/Workshop – May 12th 6:PM 

D. Greenbush Community Fair – David Umphrey more info
E. “Juneteenth” Celebration – June – 

V. Next steps / Strategies
A. Next Meeting: June 1st Old Mexico – 1:PM 
B. David Umphrey volunteered to serve as workgroup facilitator

C. Fall Fair suggestions

1. Listed under No. #5 “Task Assignments”

D. Meeting purpose and understanding/confirmation

1. Why you came?

2. What you accomplished?

3. When/where next meeting?

Handouts:
1. Spring Health Fair & Forum – 5/23/10 12:N to 5:PM- St. Mary Church 420 10th Street, Moline, IL

2. Esperanza items, i.e., bookmarkers, placemats, brochures, etc. (per Greg)

Humbly submitted

Marsha Jones, Scribe

5/5/10 report to Esperanza 

List of Participants – by Sign in Sheet
Bob Stone, Catholic Social Services

Omar Avandeno, LSS
Amber Lowe, LSS
Lisa Viaene, Child & Family Connection

Midge Marlott, DCFS Foster Care Licensing

Maryann García, CASA GTO – Health Advocate

Héctor Vázquez, DCFS Investigator

April Peska, ECC/AOK Network Coordinator

Tony Gonzalez, DCFS Caseworker

Mary Beserra, IMH

Margie Alaniz, Illinois Migrant Council Health Outreach re: older Hispanic community

Jean Heard, Lydia Homes

Joyce Klopp, Lydia Homes

Marsha Jones, DCFS Office Coordinator & Scribe
Jane Norman, DCFS Investigative Manager
Jaime Aguilera, Extension

Rhonda Curl, Child Protection Response Clinic

Sandra Rosales, Child Abuse Council

Kit Miller, Winnie’s Place

Pam Adams, DCFS – RI County Court Liaison

Franki Cunningham, RI Co. Health Department

Maria Hernandez, Community & Learning Center

Chris Cervantes, RI County Health Department

George Barajas, Businessman – Old Mexico Restaurant

Joscelyn Stone, Congressman Phil Hares Office representative

Via Telephone:
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