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Court Improvement/Permanency Enhancement

Committee

Minutes
31 August, 2010   noon

County Board Room

Peoria County Courthouse

1) Those attending today’s meeting were:
Jeff Heckman of Catholic Charities, Susan Jensen, DCFS; Jesse Esterling, Children’s Home;  Elizabeth Richmond Family to Family; Mary Bullock, DCFS; Cynthia Richter, DCFS; Jami Webster-Hall DCFS; Judge McCoy; Michelle Spanbauer, Family to Family; Martha Ross, Lifeline Advocacy Center and Gretchen Taylor, DCFS. 
2) Update on Permanency Enhancement Project

Mary and Gretchen spoke about the upcoming Permanency Enhancement Forum which will be held in Peoria on September 30 at Valeska Hinton Center. The goal of the forum will be to inform the community, staff, and court personnel regarding the Permanency Enhancement Project work being completed by Illinois State University. The information will include background regarding disproportionality of African American youth in the child welfare system on the national level as well as the state level. The forum will include local data.  These forums will be held throughout the Central Region.

A planning meeting for the forum will be held next week.  Gretchen stated that once the data is obtained and formalized for the forum, we will be sure the information is disseminated to committee members who are unable to attend the forum.
3) New Members

The group discussed expanding the PEP/Court Improvement Project to include other agencies, Guardian Ad Litems, and other Public Defenders. Gretchen stated she will make sure ALL court personnel are invited to the forum on September 30. From the forum, we can hopefully get folks willing to participate.  
5) Concerns from Court

Judge McCoy inquired as to the status of the new permanency goal of Long term foster care. Jami Webster-Hall informed the group the Department is still awaiting the finalized procedure regarding this issue. Once that is finalized, Jami will let us know.  
Jami did speak about legislative updates regarding the Department. Those will be attached to minutes; as well as Gretchen will forward immediately following the meeting.

6) Concerns from CASA

CASA has another round of training for volunteers at the end of September. Judge McCoy and attorneys will be talking on September 27 and DCFS/POS staff will be speaking on Wednesday September 29.

Pam invited the group to the CASA open house 8-31-10 at 4pm. CASA won the Widmer Office makeover and the work is now complete. 
7) Concerns from POS/DCFS

Jeff Heckman discussed ongoing concern of payment for domestic violence counseling for perpetrators. He stated that when parents start and stop, this can get extremely costly to the agency.   The committee discussed creative ways to meet the requirement for counseling while assuring clients are receiving necessary services. CHAI has begun a DV batterer’s group in-house. 

Gretchen reported if workers need assistance in locating a psychologist who will accept a DCFS referral, they can call Dr. Leone Legan.  Due to state budget issues, many of the providers have not been paid since October 2009.

TRAINING OPPORTUNITY

The Pediatric Resource Center is hosting:


“THE MEDICAL ASPECTS OF CHILD ABUSE INVESTIGATION”

This training will be held on Wednesday September 22, 9:30am to 4:30pm at the Peoria Field Office. Space is limited, registration is required. To register, please RSVP to Jodie Wise at the PRC at 309-624-9598 or email jfordham@uic.edu by September 15th.  

The first half of the day will discuss Child Sexual Abuse and the second half of the day will discuss Child Physical Abuse.
8) Next meeting

Tuesday November 4 at noon will be held at the CASA Office, fourth floor, and new part of the courthouse.

DCFS Legislation Update

DCFS Office of Legislative Affairs

Updated August 27, 2010

HB 4825
Public Act 96-1375

Sponsor: Representative Mary E. Flowers/Senator William Delgado

Summary:  Amends the Juvenile Court Act with regard to Court orders in relation to the permanency plan for DCFS wards and reinstatement of parental rights. HB 4825 adds a requirement for a court finding when reviewing the service plan and changes the conditions of the motion to reinstate parental rights. Effective July 29, 2010.

HB 5124
Public Act 96-1141

Sponsor: Representative Chapin Rose/ Senator Michael Bond

Summary: In effort to reduce administrative costs associated with multiple and duplicative program and accreditation audits, DHS, in cooperation with DHFS and DCFS, shall develop and implement a streamlined auditing and accreditation system to reduce the need for community providers to undergo audits from multiple licensing or accreditation systems. Effective July 21, 2010.

HB 5132
Public Act 96-1446

Sponsor: Representative Roger Eddy/ Senator Don Harmon

Summary:  Amends the Children and Family Services Act and the Abused and Neglected Child Reporting Act. This bill has two main issues: 1) providing for abuse/neglect in special education settings, and 2) providing for investigations of abuse/neglect of adult residents (age 18-22) in DCFS licensed residential settings. This language resolves a gap in abuse/neglect investigations for young adults in the Children’s Residential Medicaid Waiver. Effective August 20, 2010.
HB 5428
Public Act 96-0895

Sponsor: Representative Sara Feigenholtz/ Senator A.J. Wilhelmi

Summary: Amends the Adoption Act. Governor Quinn signed into law a measure allowing people who were adopted as children to access their birth records to find out more about their past. The legislation allows anyone adopted before 1946 to get their full birth certificate information by filing a written request with the state adoption registry. Those born after January 1, 1946 could learn the same information if they are over 21 and at least one birth parent has not requested anonymity. In provisions requiring the Department of Public Health to inform the public of the Illinois Adoption Registry and Medical Information Exchange through notices enclosed with driver's license renewal applications. Effective May 21, 2010.

HB 5459
Public Act 96-1114

Sponsor: Representative Elizabeth Coulson/ Senator Donne Trotter

Summary: A problem with the current law is that (ever since the law went into effect in Illinois) no parent who has legally abandoned her child has ever provided identifying information about herself, nor has she provided any basic health history about the baby or biological mother or father. No one has ever registered with the Adoption Registry. This new Act reduces the packet to three, easy to read brochures; a brochure (with a self-mailer attached) that describes the Safe Haven Law and the rights of the birth parents, including an optional section for the parent to complete and mail to DCFS that shall ask for basic anonymous background information about the relinquished child, a brochure that describes the Illinois Adoption Registry, including a toll-free number and website information, and a brochure describing postpartum health information for the mother. Effective July 20, 2010. 
HB 5688
Public Act 96-1189

Sponsor: Representative Rich Brauer/Senator Kimberly Lightford

Summary: The State shall ensure children with disabilities shall have full access to coordinated, multi-disciplinary transition support and service planning until 22 years. DCFS/DHS children who receive residential services shall be eligible to receive transition services from 14.5 to 22. Effective July 22, 2010.

HB 5905
Public Act 96-1192

Sponsor: Representative Jehan A. Gordon/Senator Dan Kotowski

Summary: HB 5905 creates the DCFS Residential Services Construction Grant Program Act to allow the DCFS, in consultation with CDB, to make grants to residential providers to improve facilities. This Act is subject to appropriation. Effective July 22, 2010.
HB 5913 
Public Act 96-1022

Sponsor: Representative Annazette Collins/Senator Mattie Hunter

Summary: HB 5913 amends the Unified Code of Corrections by allowing, rather than mandating, the Director of Juvenile Justice to share some duties with other state agencies. It provides that shared services which impact youth should be done with "child-serving agencies." Effective January 1, 2011.
HB 5914
Public Act 96-1271
Sponsor: Representative Annazette Collins/Senator Kwame Raoul

Summary: Provides that the Juvenile Justice Commission shall develop recommendations to recommend due process protections for youth during release decision-making processes including, but not limited to, parole revocation proceedings and release on parole. Effective January 1, 2011.
HB 6080 
Public Act 96-1461
Sponsor: Representative Sara Feigenholtz /Senator Don Harmon

Summary: Amends the Adoption Act. Provides two new adoption forms: final and irrevocable designated surrender for purposes of adoption; and final and irrevocable consent to adoption by a specified person or persons in a non-DCFS case. Effective January 1, 2011.

HB 6462
Public Act 96-1464
Sponsor Representative William Burns/Senator Jacqueline Collins

Summary: This new law protects children in Illinois from being forced into the sex trade and gives law enforcement additional tools to fight the human-trafficking groups that exploit them; it also stops the criminal prosecution of victimized children and ensures they receive the necessary protective services. Victims under the age of 18 will now be presumed abused or neglected and can be placed in a secure setting until a proper placement is found.  Law enforcement must now report an allegation of human trafficking of a child to the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS), which must conduct an investigation within 24 hours. This Act removes references to “juvenile prostitutes” in Illinois criminal code, recognizing that children have no capacity to consent to their own commercial sexual exploitation and are victims of a serious sexual offense. Effective August 20, 2010.
SB 2533
Public Act 96-0464

DCFS Initiative
Sponsor: Senator James F. Clayborne, Jr. / Representative Thomas Holbrook

Summary: Amends the Child Death Review Team Act by changing the date the Child Death Review Teams’ Executive Council report of the three year investigation of sudden, unexpected, or unexplained child deaths in the Southern Region of the State, is due from 

January 1, 2010 to July 1, 2011. Originally to be a three year pilot program, the Child Death Review Team Executive Council is requesting an 18 month pilot program since the funding cuts did not allow the program to begin on time. Effective June 30, 2010
SB 2605
Public Act 96-1196

DCFS Initiative
Sponsor: Senator William Delgado/Representative Annazette Collins

Summary: Amends the Abused and Neglected Child Reporting Act by adding clarifying language as to who may receive copies of indicated reports and who may appeal an indicated finding of child abuse or neglect. The amendments to the definition do not expand or limit the persons who are eligible perpetrators under DCFS rules.  It simply changes a definition so it is clear that the confidential information contained in the report and the ability to appeal an indicated finding are limited to those actually involved in the alleged abuse/neglect: the child victim, his/her parents or guardian and any other person who is responsible for the child and is an alleged perpetrator of abuse/neglect against the child. Effective January 1, 2011.
SB2622
Public Act 96-1164

DCFS Initiative
Sponsor: Senator Mattie Hunter/Representative Sara Feigenholtz

Summary: Amends the Abused and Neglected Child Reporting Act. Provides DCFS shall maintain all unfounded reports for a 12 months (rather than 30-60 days) and makes the report available only to the subject of the report and/or the Child Protective Service Unit when investigating a subsequent report of abuse. Effective July 21, 2010.
SB 3085
Public Act 96-1199

Sponsor: Senator Kwame Raoul/ Representative William D. Burns

Summary: Provides that the Illinois Juvenile Justice Commission shall also study the impact of, develop timelines, and propose a funding structure to accommodate the expansion of the jurisdiction of the Illinois Juvenile Court to include youth age 17. Provides that the Commission shall submit a report by December 31, 2011 to the General Assembly with recommendations on extending juvenile court jurisdiction to youth age 17 charged with felony offenses. Effective January 1, 2011.
SB 3420
Public Act 96-1127

Sponsor: Senator Dan Kotowski/Representative Joseph Lyons

Summary: Amends the State Finance Act by providing that federal moneys for reimbursement for certain child welfare services provided by community mental health providers be deposited into the DCFS Children's Services Fund (as opposed to the General Revenue Fund) and used to provide child welfare services. Effective July 20, 2010.
