	ART FORWARD Stage 1 “See Me Better”
OUR MISSION: To beautify our public spaces and engage our residents through public art, art education, and intercommunity collaboration in the Chicago neighborhoods of North Lawndale, South Lawndale and Garfield.
Stage 1 runs March 5th – May 16, 2011
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Art Forward is a collaborative effort to reinvent our public space and our physical environment through community-created mural paintings. The program participants will learn and practice fundamentals of mural art, concept development, and public history research under the mentorship of trained artists. The art produced will blanket the boards used to secure vacant properties in the designated areas. 
The following workshops will be hosted once a week at ten (10) respective host sites.
Concept Workshop: 2-hours (Sessions 1-2)
- Volunteer artists and residents will collectively conceive project themes 

- Neighborhood interest and values will be a factor in examining the final concept design
Public History Workshop: 2-hours (sessions 3-4)
- One person, place or event significant to the community make-up will be researched

- An image and short abstract/poem of the researched subject will be incorporated into the project design

Studio Workshop: 2-hours (Sessions 5-8)
- Artist led workshop in studio design
- Skill set workshop, hands-on training in mural painting, photography and spoken word

- Establish blueprint for final project group design
Design Workshop: 2-hour weekly group workshop (Sessions 9-12 +)
- Apply concept design and studio design to final project design

- Design will be applied directly to the board 
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In addition Art Forward will; 
· Raise self-motivation, community pride, and intergenerational collaboration

· Enhance sense of safety and control over block condition 
For more information on ART FORWARD

Please contact Project Coordinator Ifé Williams @ 773-522-4637 x4707
E-mail iwilliams@nhschicago.org or stop in NHS of Chicago 3555 W Ogden Ave.
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Art Forward is a project by Neighborhood Housing Services of Chicago in partnership with Family Focus, with support from Lawndale Christian Development Corporation, 180 Properties and LAN 67.
