Enhancing Permanency/Reducing Disproportionate Minority in

Substitute Care

Friday, May 29, 2009 

Welcome and Intro.   Welcome to new participants,  Honorable Judge Little, GAL Brian Finney, Floyd Stewart, Disproportionate Minority Contact project,  Nabila Al-amin of DOVE.  Others present, Julie Zimmerman of CHIC, Mary Bolton State’s Attorney’s Office, Bruce Angleman Heritage, Pam Waterman DCFS, Jean Moore Child Advocacy Center

Jean reviewed summary of project and previous meetings, including strategies employed as a result of convening this committee and discussion about working with Weed and Seed area to pilot some programming.

Pam Waterman discussed recent data and that protective custody cases have doubled and nearly tripled though decision making process and policies have not changed.   Recent trends include families where other children are already in care continue to bear more children.   Some of the recent data appears inaccurate, Pam will follow up.

Bruce Angleman explained disproportionate minority contact site project with Burns Institute and defined the “relative rate index” as something that might guide this committee to better analyzing data and addressing the disproportionate number of children in substitute care.  Pam Waterman will have Doris Houston of ISU contact Bruce to discuss data including reasons/factors why children are placed.
Bruce also recommended we explore geographical mapping to see if we can find areas to focus our efforts.  GIS through Tech Soup is being utilized by Peoria County for a number of projects.

Kim Taylor and Carla Stewart continue to search for psychologist.  A psychiatrist can be accessed through CHIC.  

A discussion of unmet mental health needs and state budget crisis affecting services also included that many of our clients have transportation needs and case managers are overwhelmed by shuttling clients.  Julie Zimmerman of CHIC suggested using FIRST TRANSIT if clients have medical card and medical or counseling appointments.  More info: 

1-866-503-9040 ext 3  All Our Kids 876 9033
Jean requests that someone else please volunteer to assist in facilitating this group.

NEXT MEETING   Tentatively scheduled for Friday, August 7th at 1:30 at DCFS office

