SANGAMON COUNTY ACTION TEAM
November 20, 2014 @ 12:00 PM
Sangamon County Courthouse
Meeting Minutes
Present:  Deanna Large, Raenesha Green, Angie Kramp, Arricka Newingham, Pat Jacobs, Geneva Byrd, Ali Orr, Jill Lautemann, Jeffrey Haley, Jodi Grant, Brittany Hawkins, Tawnya Fiole, Judge Sanchez, Shanelle Letcher, David Schleyhahn
Permanency Hearing Reports
· Open Discussion
· Discussion of reports not being submitted prior to the hearing
· Brittany Hawkins to APT Supervisor Janell Angel; Janell agreed to address this issue with the POS agencies that serve Sangamon County
· It’s a court management issue; court needs an opportunity to review these reports prior to the hearing
· We can be cited for unreasonable efforts
· Staff should submit the reports 14 days prior to the hearing
· Staff need to be reminded they can do addendums to the report before the hearing if significant events occurred within the family after the initial report was submitted
· The permanency hearing report is a key tool to move the case forward
· Jeff Haley agreed to convene a subgroup to come up with a plan to address this issue with permanency staff
· Not many court hearings have been continued; the only reason is because the worker is present and can offer information to the court
· Submitting reports late can create delays if the parent challenges the information in the report then the hearing cannot progress
Delinquency and Truancy Cases
· Open discussion
· Since July, DCFS has received legal on 8 children; one was vacated
· Placement is an issue
· Not getting enough information from probation to serve these children
· Cases are being filed as no-fault dependency; it seems there is not research being completed to determine if there is truly neglect
· The implications could be if a case progresses to termination you can’t terminate on no-fault
· There has been a court-ordered intact case opening; delinquency issues
· 6 truancy cases through educational neglect since September
· Brittany, Arricka, Ali, and Tawnya will get specific numbers and case names for Judge Sanchez
· Judge Sanchez requests an analysis of how the decisions were made; Ali agreed to research this to find those determinations
· Without wardship we can’t get services these children need
· We are unable to identify what services have been provided or attempted before the cases are given to DCFS
· Judge Sanchez believes there is a thought process with probation as to decisions being made to bring the cases to DCFS; they are not just passing cases off
· Probation an access ICG grants through DHS or ISBE; for truancy cases, schools are responsible to pay for residential care
· The identified issues are:
· Criteria to make an appropriate referral to DCFS
· Exploring and securing services thru the community
· Probation can access residential placements thru ICG or ISBE grants
· Not getting appropriate information to serve these cases
· Judge Sanchez will receive the reports and convene a meeting with probation, ASA, PD, and Judges
· There is a need to educate probation staff on DHS grants and ISBE responsibilities on truancy cases
· Truancy cases are seen as true family issues
· Delinquency cases are seen as services for youth
· Judge Sanchez will start ordering that probation will provide information if a case is referred/court-ordered to DCFS
· Brittany will get cases and names to Judge Sanchez as soon as possible
· Judge Sanchez will meet with ASA and Judge Mauer to over the specific cases
NEXT SCAT MEETING:  December 17, 2014 at noon in Courtroom 7A
