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SOFTT  
Saving Our Families Together Today 

Meeting Minutes 1/21/09 
 

I. Greetings and Announcements  
a. Introductions: Those in attendance included; Heidi Gulbrandson, 

Oscar Gipson, Sonya Lynch, Sunah Shin, Shandra Summerville, 
Nora Sage, Darrin Holt, George Cook, Belinda Meyn, Anh Nguyen, 
Angela Hassell, Chris Bruns, Doris Houston, Crystal Powell, 
Melissa Neely, Lolita Dumas, Diana Curtiss 

b. Program/Agency Announcements: Darrin and Anh introduced the 
LSS sponsored program for youth in foster-care called “Steps To 
Life”.  The group meets from 3:30 – 5:00 p.m. on Wednesdays.  
Christine Wheatly is the LSS contact person (398-3011) referrals 
are welcome. Cognition Works Inc. will be opening the Parenting 
Education Group (PEGs) and the IMPACT groups for referrals.  
New classes will begin over the coming weeks.  Contact Cognition 
Works at 239-0142 to make referrals to either group.  Life Quest 
Center and Prudential are sponsoring a Money Seminar “In 
Trouble” at the Dorsey Homes on Saturdays. An informational 
email will be forwarded to individuals on the SOFTT email 
distribution list.  Individuals were also encouraged to contact Life 
Quest at 351-3033.  Heidi reminded individuals to submit 
information for distribution to her.  She in turn agreed to forward it 
on to individuals on her SOFTT email distribution list.    

c. Review of last month’s minutes: corrections and feedback were 
given.  George moved to accept the minutes, Nora second the 
motion - the 12/17/08 minutes were approved. 

 
II. Community Forum 

a. It was announced that the moderator will be Doris Houston and the 
panel for the Domestic Violence discussion would include; Tamela 
Atwood, Lt. Anthony Cobb, Belinda Meyn, Hattie Polk and Julia 
Rietz.  The format will be similar to the previous DV forum with the 
audience given an opportunity to submit questions to the panel.  
Refreshments will be donated by FACC.  Set-up, greeters, child 
care providers, and clean up committees were appointed.  
Informational/statistical handouts will be available as well as 
agency brochures for those in attendance.  Due to the holiday 
season it was agreed that the first forum in 2010 would be 
scheduled for February, thus allowing for more time to organize the 
event.  It was also agreed that the last forum for the year would 
take place in November.   
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III. Executive Committee Report 
a. A copy of the DRAFT Bylaws of Saving Our Families Today were 

distributed to all in attendance by Angela with the request that 
SOFTT members review the document and submit feedback to the 
committee by 2/6/09. Comments are to be sent to Angela.   The 
committee plans to meet and make final changes on 2/9/09 at 9:00 
a.m.  

 
 

IV. Survey Committee           
a. The survey document has been finalized and distributed to DCFS 

placement and intact families in Champaign/Urbana (110 in total) in 
addition to other families identified by SOFTT members.  Surveys 
are still available for distribution and can be sent out by SOFTT 
members by picking up copies from Regina.  The survey includes 
the FACC return address, which has agreed to collect the survey 
information and hold the surveys for the gift card drawing.  Barriers 
were identified in the original mailing/distribution plan – for example 
confidentiality - thus explaining the change in originally agreed 
procedures.    

b. Donations for gift cards are still needed, along with help in 
distributing the surveys.  It was suggested and agreed that copies 
of the survey would be made available to individuals attending the 
Domestic Violence forum.  Oscar asked that the drawing/awarding 
of gift cards take place in a public setting.  Melissa agreed and 
pointed out that a public drawing would be a way to build public 
trust, positive energy, and publicity for SOFTT.  Therefore it was 
suggested that the drawing take place at an upcoming forum 
meeting.   Other suggestions include making the survey available to 
the public at different distribution sites such as Francis Nelson 
Medical Center or the WIC office.   

c. It was agreed that these issues would be forwarded on to the 
committee and the SOFTT members would table the discussion 
until next month’s meeting. 

 
V. Status of Family Advocacy of Champaign County 

a. Oscar reported that the referral process will be finalized in the 
coming days and a letter will be sent out to DCFS/POS agencies 
clarifying the procedures.  FACC is prepared to immediately take 
on cases from DCFS and POS agencies.  It has not yet been 
determined what % of cases will come from DCFS and from POS 
agencies.  In total they plan to take 8 – 12 referrals (they must be a 
local community referral or originate from the DCFS Urbana field 
office). 
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VI. Interns   

a. Doris reported that Sunah will continue her work through May with 
SOFTT as a part of an independent study with Doris continuing to 
provide supervision through ISU.  Several project ideas were 
presented, one being a faith based community inventory to find out 
what resources exist for people in the community.  The goal will be 
to use the information to tap into “informal” resources available to 
families in the Champaign County area. Heidi and other members 
agreed that a community inventory would be helpful as there are so 
many assistance programs available with varying qualification 
requirements.  The opportunity to effectively collaborate with faith 
based community programs was identified as a positive step for 
SOFTT. 

b. The need for a contact person within SOFTT - to help manage 
questions/distribute information was identified.  Shandra agreed to 
take on that responsibility and contact information was shared.  
Oscar recommended that project progress reports be made to the 
executive committee, to provide additional oversight and feedback.  
Darren agreed to act as the executive committee contact. 

 
VII. Direction of SOFTT 

a. Heidi encouraged the group to consider how participants can 
increase their support of SOFTT projects/objectives.  Participation 
as well as follow-up on commitments made to the group are 
important in keeping SOFTT organized, productive, and 
progressing in the focus of making changes in our community.  She 
asked that individuals and organizations represented at the SOFTT 
meetings share in the labor and consider providing “in-kind” 
donations (e.g., donation of postage, time, paper, money, copying 
costs).   

b. Heidi agreed to continue putting the meeting agendas together.  
Diana agreed to copy and hand out the SOFTT agenda and 
DRAFT minutes at the February meeting.  Responsibility for writing 
and submitting the DRAFT minutes to DCFS will continue to be 
shared by SOFTT participants.  It was agreed that this 
responsibility would continue on a two month rotation.  George 
agreed to take care of the minutes for the January and February 
meetings.  Anh will take on this responsibility for the following two 
months. 

   
VIII. Next meeting – the next meeting date is set for 2/18/09 for 2:15 at the 

Douglas Library in Champaign IL.    
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